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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SANTIAGO 2024 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: Cl, PINT 

SUB J : MORENO REBUTS LETELIER 
REF: SANTIAGO 1981 

1 . IN WHAT HAS EARMARKS OF ONE OF THOSE RUNNING PRESS POLEMICS 
SO DEAR TO CHILEAN PUBLIC FIGURES, PDC SENATOR RAFAEL MORENO 
ISSUED STATEMENT MAY 9 RESPONDING TO AMB TO US ORLANDO 
LETELIER' S RATHER SELF- RIGHTEOUS DENIAL ( REF) OF MORENO 1 S 
EARLIER CHARGE THAT THROUGH CONTACTS IN US PRESS LETELIER HAD 
ENGAGED IN " ORCHESTRATION" OF CAMPAIGN TO BESMIRCH PDC AND 
EX- PRES FREI. MORENO REPEATED CHARGE, THIS TIME ALLUDING 

TO LETELIER' S SHEPHERDING OF UP NEWSMEN WHO VISITED US IN 
WAKE OF 1972 ANDERSON PAPERS EXPOSE. HE ALSO INSINUATED 
THAT WASHINGTON POST S " FALSE COMMENTARIES" IN 1972 HAD 
AMBASSADORIAL INSPIRATION. HARSH ATTACK CLOSED WITH SAR- 
CASTIC REFERENCES TO LETELIER’ S " THIRTEEN YEARS ON WASHINGTON 
COCKTAIL CIRCUIT" AND ALLEGATION THAT LETELIER IN 1970 MADE 
NO SECRET IN WASHINGTON OF PRO- ALESSANDRI ( SIC) SYMPATHIES. 

2. COMMENT. FACT THE AGGRESSIVE AND AMBITIOUS MORENO 
HAS DRAWN A BEAD ON HIM DOES NOT PROMISE TO MAKE LETELIER' S 
TASK AS FOREIGN MINISTER ANY EASIER. 

DAVIS 
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